
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   17.4.4 SUSTAINABILITY LITERACY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sustainability literacy refers to the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values that 

individuals need to contribute to sustainable development. It goes beyond awareness, 

encompassing a deeper understanding of environmental, economic, and social 

dimensions of sustainability, and the ability to apply this understanding to make 

responsible decisions. 

In the context of Indicator 17.4.4 within the framework of the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), sustainability literacy is often evaluated to determine the 

extent to which individuals—particularly students and future leaders—are equipped with 

the necessary competencies to address global sustainability challenges. 

Here are some components of sustainability literacy as it relates to this indicator: 

1. Understanding of Key Issues: Awareness of global challenges such as climate 

change, biodiversity loss, resource scarcity, inequality, and pollution. 

2. Systems Thinking: Recognizing the interconnectedness of environmental, social, 

and economic systems, and understanding how actions in one area impact others. 

3. Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Ability to assess complex problems, 

evaluate solutions, and consider long-term impacts. 

4. Ethical and Responsible Decision-Making: Making choices that prioritize the 

well-being of the planet and future generations. 

5. Engagement and Action: Motivation to participate in initiatives that promote 

sustainability at individual, community, and global levels. 

Sustainability literacy is increasingly seen as a critical part of education at all levels. Many 

universities, institutions, and organizations are implementing programs to improve 

sustainability literacy, aiming to empower people to contribute effectively to sustainable 

development and meet the broader goals of the SDGs. 

 






















